Infos sur Régulateur Windpilot :

Peter Förthmann windpilot@t-online.de (voir aussi notice d’emploi)

Ref : Wind Steering System PACIFIC MF 3 wheel, incl. transmission, >> ready to fit for Ovni 435

Hello Peter,

Just a couple of questions :

1/ Does the crossbar have to be perfectly centered for smooth steering ?  See the picture i sent you, i have a bathing ladder (which remains inside hull limits
once folded - was already positioned on the stardboard side, back anchor line on the port side) and i need to move the crossbar by approx . 8 cm towards port side to unfold this ladder .

2/ Re pendulum rudder (1.7.2 page 15 of your guidebook) when you say the blade has to be exactly in line with the rudder shaft ... i assume you mean the
rudder shaft of the Windpilot, right ?  i.e. not the shaft of the main boat's rudder (would be difficult to align) ... somewhat a stupid question ... but as it looks
critical ... wanted to be 100 % sure !
As promised attached are a few pictures of the Windpilot on our OVNI 435 Lei Lani . After a couple of months with the boat i am quite happy, but can tell i need to make further adjustments for optimum steering in most conditions .

no problem with crossbar being slightly assymmetrically.
Comment about rudder blade / rudder shaft only concerns about the servo rudder and its shaft, no relation with main rudder / stock. So: if vane mast is being vertically everything will be perfect.
Please send some more pictures showing a bit more about the boat and others showing line transfer. Thus I can make improvement comments if necessary.
beste
peter
 Below are a few remarks and questions relating to our boat :
the bathing ladder was already mounted on the starboard side by the shipyard . Since it didn't seem to impair the movements of the pendulum rudder, i left it there 

When moving the windvane or its counterweight by hand, the pendulum rudder moves higher on one side (starboard ), is this normal ?? thought it should be symetric (can reach the 25 degrees) 

The steering lines have to cross (long term wear issue ?) , i decided to have them cross on the horizontal leg (when going through the boat hull), is this correct ?? 

My windvane is slightly twisted (probably due to humidity and/or improper storage when not in operation) , could this be an issue ? 

The crossbar is not centered (bathing ladder issue), does it impair efficiency in certain conditions e.g. going with the wind in rough seas ??
Dear Emmanuel,
thanks for the nice pictures, no complaints from my side, all looking fine. I would suggest to attach another single pullie in between one one the lines on its long way from unit to cross the wheel pedestal. Thus you will be able to tension the entire line circle in a controlled way by just pulling the line which holds this new pullie, cross away from the line way. You can easily check / see this in our website section line transfer. Easy to achieve, great effect.
No worry with slightly assymmetrical crossbar nor the twisted vane, its just playwood, so a living material. The unit will work perfectly with it.
Assymmetrical movement to either side: if you go sailing you will see, that movement under dynamic circumstances will be symmetrical. Just in static situation the pushrods cardanic joint will touch an end stop on one side only....
kind regards from Hamburg
peter
